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8th December 2024
10:00 Parish Communion

The Second Sunday of Advent
Blended Worship



  

December Charity of the Month: Church Mission Society



 Almighty and most merciful Father,
 we give thanks for the service of The Green Howards Regiment
 which bore the symbol of your cross
 and whose sacrifice is commemorated in our Regimental Chapel.

 Today, may your inspiration and protection
 be with The Royal Yorkshire Regiment,
 that it may protect the weak and vulnerable
 and serve the cause of liberty and truth.
 We ask this in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
 the prince of Peace and Saviour of all.

All Amen.

The prayer for The Green Howards Regiment



 1. On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
  announces that the Lord is nigh;
  awake and hearken, for he brings
  glad tidings from the King of kings.

 2. Then cleansed be every breast from sin;
  make straight the way for God within;
  prepare we in our hearts a home,
  where such a mighty guest may come.

 3. For thou art our salvation, Lord,
  our refuge and our great reward;
  without thy grace we waste away,
  like flowers that wither and decay.

Opening Hymn:  On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry CP 34



 4. To heal the sick stretch out thine hand,
  and bid the fallen sinner stand;
  shine forth, and let thy light restore
  earth’s own true loveliness once more.

 5. All praise, eternal Son, to thee
  whose advent doth thy people free,
  whom with the Father we adore,
  and Holy Ghost for evermore.
     Charles Coffin (1676-1749)
               tr. John Chandler (1808-1876)

Opening Hymn:  On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry CP 34



The Gathering

  In the name of the Father,
 and of the Son,
 and of the Holy Spirit.
All Amen.

The Greeting

 The Lord be with you
All and also with you.



Prayer of Preparation

All Almighty God,
 to whom all hearts are open,
 all desires known,
 and from whom no secrets are hidden:
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
 by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
 that we may perfectly love you,
 and worthily magnify your holy name;
 through Christ our Lord.
 Amen.



 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath



 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

 God our Father,
 you spoke to the prophets of old
 of a Saviour who would bring peace.
 You helped them to spread the joyful message
 of his coming kingdom.
 Help us, as we prepare to celebrate his birth,
 to share with those around us
 the good news of your power and love.
 We ask this through Jesus Christ,
 the light who is coming into the world.
All Amen.



 

 

Prayers of Penitence at the Advent Wreath

 When the Lord comes,
 he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness,
 and will disclose the purposes of the heart.
 Therefore, in the light of Christ let us confess our sins.



 

 

Prayers of Penitence at the Advent Wreath

 Heavenly Father, you call us to repent of our sins:
 soften our proud and stubborn hearts.
 Lord, have mercy.
All Lord, have mercy.

 Lord Jesus, you declared the forgiveness of God:
 teach us to forgive one another.
 Christ, have mercy.
All Christ, have mercy.

 Holy Spirit, you search our hearts and show us the truth:
 direct us in your way of righteousness.
 Lord, have mercy.
All Lord, have mercy.



Absolution

 Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,
 have mercy upon you,
 pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
 confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
 and keep you in life eternal;
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.

 



The Collect

 Let us pray.
 

Almighty God,
purify our hearts and minds,
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again
   as judge and saviour
we may be ready to receive him,
who is our Lord and our God.

All Amen.



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Readings

A reading from the book of the prophet Baruch (5:1-9 NRSV)

Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem,
and put on for ever the beauty of the glory from God.

2 Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God;
put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting;

3 for God will show your splendour everywhere under heaven.
4 For God will give you evermore the name,

‘Righteous Peace, Godly Glory’.



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Readings
5 Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height;

look towards the east,
and see your children gathered from west and east

at the word of the Holy One,
rejoicing that God has remembered them.

6 For they went out from you on foot,
led away by their enemies;

but God will bring them back to you,
carried in glory, as on a royal throne.



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Readings
7 For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting 
hills be made low

and the valleys filled up, to make level ground,
so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God.

8 The woods and every fragrant tree
have shaded Israel at God’s command.

9 For God will lead Israel with joy,
in the light of his glory,
with the mercy and righteousness that come from him.

 This is the word of the Lord                 
All Thanks be to God



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Readings

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians (1:3-11 NRSV).

My brothers and sisters,

I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with 
joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in 
the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident of this, that the 
one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by 
the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of 
you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s 
grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defence and 
confirmation of the gospel.



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Readings
8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of 
Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more 
and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to determine 
what is best, so that on the day of Christ you may be pure and 
blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.

 This is the word of the Lord       
All Thanks be to God



 1.     Purify my heart,
  let me be as gold and precious silver.
      Purify my heart,
  let me be as gold, pure gold.

      Refiner’s fire, my heart’s one desire
      is to be holy, set apart for you, Lord.
      I choose to be holy, set apart for you, my Master,
          ready to do your will.

 2.     Purify my heart,
  cleanse me from within and make me holy.
      Purify my heart,
  cleanse me from my sin, deep within.
       Brian Doerksen

Second Hymn:  Refiner’s Fire



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Gospel Reading

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius 
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his 
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high-priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness.

(3:1-6 NRSV).
  



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Gospel Reading
3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of 
the words of the prophet Isaiah,
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.
5 Every valley shall be filled,

and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,

and the rough ways made smooth;
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’ 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord
All Praise to you, O Christ



Sermon
The Right Reverend John PritchardSermon

The Revd Lorna Heatley



The Creed

All We believe in one God,
 the Father, the Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth,
 of all that is, seen and unseen.

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
 the only Son of God,
 eternally begotten of the Father,
 God from God, Light from Light,
 true God from true God, begotten, not made,
 of one Being with the Father;
 through him all things were made.



The Creed

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
 was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
 and was made man.
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
 he suffered death and was buried.
 On the third day he rose again
 in accordance with the Scriptures;
 he ascended into heaven
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
 and his kingdom will have no end.



The Creed

 We believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
 who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
 who has spoken through the prophets.
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
 and the life of the world to come.

 Amen.



Intercessions



The Peace   

May the God of peace
make you completely holy
ready for the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ.
       



The Peace   

The peace of God
be always with you
and also with you.       All 



 1. Love divine, all loves excelling,
      joy of heaven, to earth come down,
  fix in us thy humble dwelling,
      all thy faithful mercies crown.
  Jesu, thou art all compassion,
      pure unbounded love thou art;
  visit us with thy salvation,
      enter every trembling heart.

Hymn at preparation:  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling CP 516



 2. Come, almighty to deliver,
      let us all thy grace receive;
  suddenly return, and never,
      never more thy temples leave.
  Thee we would be always blessing,
      serve thee as thy hosts above;
  pray, and praise thee, without ceasing,
      glory in thy perfect love.

Hymn at preparation:  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling CP 516



 3. Finish then thy new creation:
      pure and spotless let us be;
  let us see thy great salvation
      perfectly restored in thee;
  changed from glory into glory
      till in heaven we take our place,
  till we cast our crowns before thee,
      lost in wonder, love, and praise.

Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

Hymn at preparation:  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling CP 516



Preparation of the Table
 

 

       Look upon us with mercy
       not in judgement,
       draw us from hatred to love;
       Make the frailty of our praise
       a dwelling place for your glory.
       All Amen.



Preparation of the Table
 

 Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,
 the glory, the splendour, and the majesty;
 for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.
All All things come from you,
 and of your own do we give you.
 



The Eucharistic Prayer

 The Lord is here.
All His Spirit is with us.

 Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.



 It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise,
 almighty God and everlasting Father,
 through Jesus Christ your Son.

 For when he humbled himself to come among us in human flesh,
 he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the world
 to open for us the way of salvation.

 Confident that your promise will be fulfilled,
 we now watch for the day
 when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. 



 And so we join our voices with angels and archangels
 and with all the company of heaven
 to proclaim your glory
 for ever praising you and singing:

All Holy, holy, holy Lord,
 God of power and might,
 heaven and earth are full of your glory.
 Hosanna in the highest.

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
 Hosanna in the highest.



Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,
and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.



In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus:

Dying you destroyed our death,
rising you restored our life:
Lord Jesus, come in glory.

All 



 And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,
 his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
 rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
 and looking for his coming in glory,
 we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
 As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
 we bring before you this bread and this cup
 and we thank you for counting us worthy
 to stand in your presence and serve you.



 Send the Holy Spirit on your people
 and gather into one in your kingdom
 all who share this one bread and one cup,
 so that we, in the company of all the saints,
 may praise and glorify you for ever,
 through Jesus Christ our Lord;
 by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
 all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
 for ever and ever.
All Amen.



The Lord’s Prayer

 Awaiting his coming in glory, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray

All Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done,
 on earth as in heaven.
 Give us today our daily bread.
 Forgive us our sins
 as we forgive those who sin against us.
 Lead us not into temptation
 but deliver us from evil.
 For the kingdom, the power,
 and the glory are yours
 now and for ever.  Amen.



Breaking of the Bread

 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All Though we are many, we are one body,
 because we all share in one bread.

Agnus Dei

All Jesus, Lamb of God,
 have mercy on us.

 Jesus, bearer of our sins,
 have mercy on us.

 Jesus, redeemer of the world,
 grant us peace.



Giving of Communion

 Draw near with faith.
 Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
 which he gave for you,
 and his blood which he shed for you.
 Eat and drink
 in remembrance that he died for you,
 and feed on him in your hearts
 by faith with thanksgiving.



 1. Brother, sister, let me serve you,
      let me be as Christ to you;
  pray that I may have the grace to
      let you be my servant too.

 2. We are pilgrims on a journey
      and companions on the road;
  we are here to help each other
      walk the mile and bear the load.

 3. I will hold the Christ-light for you
      in the night-time of your fear;
  I will hold my hand out to you,
      speak the peace you long to hear.

Communion Hymn:  The Servant Song CP 393



 4. I will weep when you are weeping;
      when you laugh I’ll laugh with you;
  I will share your joy and sorrow
      till we’ve seen this journey through.

 5. When we sing to God in heaven
      we shall find such harmony,
  born of all we’ve known together
      of Christ’s love and agony.

 6. Brother, sister, let me serve you,
      let me be as Christ to you;
  pray that I may have the grace to
      let you be my servant too.
      Richard Gillard (b. 1953)

Communion Hymn:  The Servant Song CP 393



Prayers after Communion
 

 Father in heaven,
 who sent your Son to redeem the world
 and will send him again to be our judge:
 give us grace so to imitate him
 in the humility and purity of his first coming
 that, when he comes again,
 we may be ready to greet him
 with joyful love and firm faith;
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.



Prayers after Communion

All Father of all,
we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off
you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love,
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others;
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free,
and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.



Notices



 1. Hark the glad sound!  the Saviour comes,
      the Saviour promised long:
  Let every heart prepare a throne,
      and every voice a song.

 2. He comes, the prisoners to release
      in Satan’s bondage held;
  the gates of brass before him burst,
      the iron fetters yield.

Final Hymn:  Hark, the Glad Sound CP 27



 3. He comes, the broken heart to bind,
      the bleeding soul to cure,
  and with the treasures of his grace
      to enrich the humble poor.

 4. Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace,
      thy welcome shall proclaim;
  and heaven’s eternal arches ring
      with thy belovèd name.
     Philip Doddridge (1702-1751)

Final Hymn:  Hark, the Glad Sound CP 27



Blessing         

 Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,
 scatter the darkness from before your path,
 and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory;
 and the blessing of God almighty,
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
 be among you and remain with you always.
All Amen.

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All In the name of Christ. Amen.
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